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About - Stok 


The village of Stok is an hour’s drive from Leh city, connected by the ‘zampa’ or bridge at Choglamsar. Stok houses 
different families, but most remain linked through their lineages. The locals here are well off, and apart from 
cultivation have their own respectable government jobs, with children working or studying in different parts of 
India. 


In cities we live in vertical buildings remaining ignorant of our next-door neighbors; in a place like Stok people 
living in houses that are parallel, remain well connected to each other. A strong feature of their social life is how 
they prevent conflicts - A Sarpanch of the village ensures that basic decisions are taken by the village itself. Also 
people who happen to be present during a conflict of any type - simply act as arbitrators persuading the two 
parties to reach an agreement, preventing outer interventions. 


There is a single privately funded school in Stok, The Siddhartha High School, and its director Khen Rinpoche has 
a residence in Stok, apart from Washington in USA, where he lives and lectures. 


Stok Palace and Stok Monastary remain places of attractions during the tourist season. In the year 2014, Stok 
apart from Leh will see a flood of overseas tourism, due to the Kalchakra, which the Dalai Lama will be a part of 
at Cholglamsar. 
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The Stok Palace 


The royal family of Ladakh resides here permanently. While some portions of the Leh palace can be seen going 
to ruins, the Stok Palace is beautiful and well maintained with a collection of ancient and valuable objects of the 
Ladakhi heritage. 


This magnificent 3-storeyed structure commands a view over the village of Stok. Painted in the archetypal 
off-white with traditional windows, it has been beautifully carved and colorfully painted pillars and doorways, 
leading into the palace. The palace is not garishly decorated or huge. It has an aura of natural simplicity with its 
earthy palette of colors. 


The entrance doors of the palace are inscribed with the Lansa Script, and to the forefront of the palace lies a 
huge stone courtyard enclosed with walls and seating arrangements to one side. Hand painted ethnic doors are 
present all over the palace. On the first storey you enter through a stone paved courtyard, which is surrounded by 
little rooms, and traditional objects that have been artistically arranged amidst the wooden chests and numerous 
plants. The courtyard has a huge ‘dhwaja’ or flag installed in the centre. The royal family has taken most of their 
prized possessions - be it the royal jewellery or utensils used in the kitchen, weapons and currencies dating back 
to centuries ago. They have set up a little museum within the palace that attracts a fair share of travelers. For a 
certain sum of money travelers can also have the pleasure of dining with the royal family at Stok Palace. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Ruchi Shah, IDC, IIT Bombay. 
You can get in touch with her at ruchishah1982[at]gmail.com 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 
Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 
Industrial Design Centre 
IIT Bombay 

Powai 

Mumbai 400076 

India 


Phone: 091-22-25767820/7801/7802 
Fax: 091-22-25767803 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


